MEME LANGUAGE As A NEw DIALECT

Lately, Internetr memes have gone beyond just being funny pictures or phrases.
They have become a real way for people to communicate, shaping how they
talk both online and in person. The author takes a look at how meme
language might be turning into a dialect by checking out its structure, social
effects, and real-life use. By looking at over fifty popular memes from sites like
X (formerly Twitter), Instagram, and Reddit, the article spots the repeating
patterns, grammar, and changes in meaning that memes bring. This study
reflects on how digital communication interacts with language development,
shedding light on how Internet culture may influence language changes over
time.

SHAHBAZ KHAN

INTRODUCTION

anguage is always changing, influenced by new technologies, cultural
shifts, and how we interact with one another. In today’s digital world,
one exciting development is meme language. This way of communicating
comes from Internet memes and is starting to make its mark on the way many
people talk, both online and offline. Initially, it was mostly found on social media,
but now it is spreading further, making us wonder if it’s just a passing Internet
trend or if it could become a unique way of speaking, similar to a dialect.
Meme language stands out because of its context-sensitive phrases, altered
grammar, and the creative use of existing words or expressions to convey fresh
meanings. For instance, expressions like “no cap” (meaning “no lie”), “let him
cook” (supporting someone’s ideas), and “it’s giving...” (describing a specific vibe)
are widely known and commonly used, especially among younger people. These
phrases often hold deeper cultural and social significance, playing an important
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role in forming online identities. The frequent use of a meme-based language

suggests a pattern of how dialects evolve over time.
However, not everyone understands meme language in the same way.

While Gen Z and Millennials often
incorporate these expressions into their
conversations, older individuals and
those not familiar with the Internet
might find them puzzling. This
difference in understanding points to
a generational gap in language usage. It
raises an important question: Is meme
language just a social talk among
certain groups, or is it developing into
a full dialect that could endure?

Not everyone understands meme
language in the same way. While
Gen Z and Millennials
these
into their conversations, older
individuals and those not familiar
with the Internet might find them
puzzling.

often

incorporate expressions

To get to the bottom of this, this study looks into whether meme language
fits the criteria for being considered a dialect by analysing its structure, social
roles, and ways of communicating. The research takes a mixed-method approach,

which includes:

1. Analysing over fifty popular memes to find common grammatical styles,
changes in meaning, and adjustments in sentence structure.

2. Surveying twenty-five participants from various age groups to see how
much meme language is a part of their everyday conversations and written

communication.

3. Interviewing digital content creators and language experts to gather their
thoughts on how meme language may evolve and continue to be used.

By examining these factors, this study aims to find out if meme language is
just a fleeting trend, a social dialect of the digital age, or an emerging dialect with
lasting effects. The goal is to add to the larger conversations about how language
evolves in the digital realm, the impact of Internet culture on communication,
and the future of language shaped by memes in global discussions.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction

As digital communication has grown, it has given rise to new ways people
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express themselves, with memes becoming a key part of online conversations.
Memes are more than just funny images; they have their patterns and rules that
make them a form of speech. By creating a distinctive style, vocabulary, and
cultural meanings, memes influence how people connect in online spaces. In
this literature review, we'll look at what makes meme language unique, how it
shapes social identity, and how it contributes to the changes in language, treating
memes as a special digital dialect.

Linguistic Features of Meme Language

Memes often bend the usual rules of language, stepping away from standard
grammar to carve out their own space online. Here are some features that make
meme language stand out:

Phoneticand Grammatical Changes: Meme language tends to play with spelling
and grammar, using playful misspellings like “doggo” and “smol” that serve as clear

signs of belonging in online chats. (Shifman L (2014) Memes in Digital Culture. The MIT Press.
https://doi.org/10.7551/mitpress/9429.001.0001)

Concise and Shortened Phrasing: Memes often favour brevity, trimming
down sentences while keeping their meaning, like saying “no thoughts, head

empty” instead of "I have no thoughts in my mind”. (Milner R M (2016) The World Made
Meme: Public Conversations and Participatory Media. The MIT Press)

Mixing Images with Text: Memes combine visuals, words, and cultural

references, making it crucial to understand the context for proper interpretation.
(Blommaert | 2015, Chronotopes, scales, and complexity in the study of language in society. Annual Review of
Anthropology, 44, pp105-116)

These traits are similar to how traditional dialects form, where certain groups
establish their particular ways of communicating. The repeated changes in
structure and sound seen in memes suggest that they behave as a dialect, forming
a digital language identity through flexible yet structured patterns.

Meme Language and Social Identity

Studies on language and society show that dialects are important for building
group identities by marking differences between communities. Meme language
plays a similar role in fostering connections online by:
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Community-Specific Language Use: The phrases used in memes act as
signs of belonging to a group. Platforms like Reddit, X (formerly Twitter), and

TikTok develop their distinct meme styles that shape their online identities. (Varis
& Blommaert, 2015)

Cultural Differences in Meme Language: The way memes are understood and
adapted varies by culture, leading to local meme dialects. For instance, phrases like
“bruhmoment” arecommonin Western Internetculture, while South Asian memes
often include words from local languages. (Androutsopoulos ] (2015) Networked Multilingualism:
Some Language Practices on Facebook and Their Implications. International Journal of Bilingualism, 19, 185-205.
https:/ldoi.org/10.1177/1367006913489198)

Influence on Offline Communication: Meme language also seeps into
everyday conversation. Terms like “it’s giving...”
used by younger people in casual

and “big yikes” are now

speech. This shift shows how meme
language is becoming part of informal
communication. (Gibson W (2019) Digital

The phrases used in memes act

as signs of belonging to a group.
Platforms like Reddit, X (formerly

Literacies and the Future of Language Change. Journal
of Internet Linguistics 4(1), pp78-95)

The connection between meme
language and online communities
strengthens the idea that this kind of communication acts as a dialect, helping
users create personal linguistic identities in digital settings.

Twitter), and TikTok develop their
distinct meme styles that shape
their online identities.

Memes and Language Evolution

Language changes over time through new ideas, adaptations, and cultural
shifts. Memes play a role in this evolution in several ways:

Fast Spread of Language Changes: Unlike regional dialects, which take a
long time to develop, meme language can spread worldwide in just few minutes
through social media. This quick sharing speeds up the evolution of language

by introducing and normalising new terms. (Crystal D (2006) Language and the Internet.
Cambridge University Press)

Changes in Word Meanings: The meme culture often repurposes words,
changing their meanings. For example, “simp” used to mean excessive admiration
but has now taken on a broader definition in conversations on the Internet.
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Mixing Languages in Memes: Meme language frequently uses different
languages, resulting in linguistic blends. For instance, Hinglish (a mix of Hindi
and English) and Spanglish (a mix of Spanish and English) are commonly found

in memes, illustrating how meme culture encourages multilingual interaction.
(Danet B & Herring S C (2007) The Multilingual Internet: Language, Culture, and Communication Online.
Oxford University Press)

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Study Framework

This study uses a method based on surveys to look into how meme language is
becoming a new way of speaking. It is set up to collect information on how often
meme language is used, the patterns it follows, and how it affects communication
by analysing survey answers statistically. A detailed questionnaire was created
and given to 40 participants to make sure the results could be measured and
repeated.

A descriptive statistical approach was picked to explore how meme language is
being adopted, its consistent structure, and how it is viewed as a dialect. This way
of working helps to understand trends in meme language use, showing that it can

function as a structured form of communication and not just as Internet slang.

The goals of this study include:

1. Finding out how often and in what situations meme language is used in
conversations, both online and offline.

2. Looking into the structural patterns of meme language, like its syntax, sound
changes, and meaning shifts.

3. Evaluating how people see meme language, specifically if they view it as a
separate linguistic system.

4. Comparing how different age groups adopt meme language to see if younger

and older generations understand and use it differently.

This study is built on linguistic and sociolinguistic theories surrounding
dialect development, using practical methods to decide if meme language fits
the definition of a dialect.
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Participants and Selection

(a) Sample Size and Rationale

The research involved 40 participants chosen for their knowledge of Internet
memes and digital communication tools. This number was seen as sufficient to
spot trends statistically while still being convenient for detailed analysis.

(b) Selection Method

To achieve a diverse group of participants, a random selection method was
utilised. The participants were picked based on the following criteria:

People who actively use social media and engage with meme content on
platforms like Reddit, X (formerly Twitter), Instagram, and Facebook.

Those who are familiar with meme culture, making sure they can recognise
and understand meme language.

Individuals from different age groups, allowing for a comparison of how
meme language is adopted.

¢) Age Breakdown
The participants were divided into four age categories to look at differences
as to how each generation understands and uses meme language. This approach

helps to see if meme language is mainly a trend among younger people or if it
spans various age groups.

Methods of Gathering Data
(a) Survey Tool

A structured questionnaire was created and shared via Google Forms to
gather quantitative data. This survey included 30 multiple-choice questions
focusing on these themes:
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1. Understanding Meme Language — Looking at how well participants grasp
meme expressions.

2. Frequency of Use — Checking how often participants drop meme phrases
into their conversations.

3. Language Patterns in Memes — Analysing whether memes follow any
consistent language rules.

4. Viewing Meme Language as a Dialect — Finding out if users see meme
language as a real form of communication.

(b) Test Run

Before launching the full survey, it was tested with five individuals for clarity
and to ensure it worked well. Based on their feedback, small changes were made
to improve the clarity of the questions.

(¢c) Data Gathering Steps

1. Participants received a survey link through social media and messaging tools.

2. They were told to complete the questionnaire anonymously for honest
responses.

3. Datawas collected over a week, with reminders sent to encourage completion.

4. In total, 40 valid responses were gathered for analysis.

This structured approach for collecting data guarantees reliability and
consistency in examining the features of meme language.

ANALYSING DATA AND FINDINGS
Introduction

In this section, we share what we learned from a survey about meme language
as a new way of speaking. We gathered responses from forty people, and the

results show how memes are used, their language patterns, and how they affect
communication. We organised the answers into five main themes: Participant
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Backgrounds and Language Skills, Memes for Communication, Grammar and
Language Impact, Memes and Language Change, and the Future of Meme
Language.

These results show how meme language is becoming more important in
online conversations, its chance to develop into a structured way of speaking,
and how it affects daily language use.

Participant Backgrounds and Language Skills

To understand how meme language works, we need to look at who the
participants are and their language abilities.

Popularity by Age Group: Memes are most liked by people aged 10-18 (39.2
per cent), which means that younger users, who have grown up with technology,
prefer them.

Language Skills: A large portion of participants (73.9 per cent) speak Hindi,
indicating that meme language is shaped by local language trends rather than
just by English.

Bilingualism and Meme Culture: 69.6 per cent of participants speak
more than one language, showing that meme language often mixes elements
from different languages, creating a unique blend that reflects both local and
worldwide influences.

Age Groups First Language
English

36+ 26-35

8.6% 25.9%

77.3%

10-18 19-25
Hindi

These results show that meme language isn't tied to just one language group;
it grows in a multilingual digital world where local and global trends come together.
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Memes for Communication

Memes are being seen more and more as a way to communicate, with many
users viewing them as a way to express their thoughts, feelings, and humour.

87 per cent of participants feel that memes are a form of communication,
which supports the idea that memes are not just for fun—they help people
express themselves as regular dialects do.

69.6 per cent believe that memes have intrinsic meaning, that memes follow
patterns that users understand without thinking.

73.9 per cent think that meme language will continue to change, which
reinforces the idea that it is always developing, just like spoken dialects.

Memes as a Communication Tool Memes Having Their Own Language
No

No

0
87.0% 69.6%

Yes Yes

These findings show that meme language is widely accepted as a way to
communicate and has specific traits that set it apart from casual slang or informal

speech.

Grammar and Language Impact

A dialect usually has an internal structure, and meme language has several
grammar features that make it special.

34.8 per cent of participants think memes create their own grammar, which
means that memes have unique structures and ways according to which words
are formed.
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52.2 per cent of respondents use meme phrases in everyday conversations,
showing how meme language is moving from online-only use to becoming part
of spoken language.

59.5 per cent believe that memes change how people communicate, which
suggests that meme language influences how sentences are made, how words are

said, and what words people choose to use.

Memes Creating Their Own Grammar Use of Meme Phrases in Daily Conversations
Maybe

26.1%

34.8%

Yes

These results show that meme language influences communication patterns
in a way similar to traditional dialects. Using meme expressions in daily speech
highlights their role as an ever-changing set of language rules.

Memes and Language Change

Language changes because of social, cultural, and technological developments,
and memes play a big part in shaping online communication trends.

78.3 per cent believe that memes bring in new words, suggesting that meme
culture helps expand the vocabulary used online.

65.2 per cent think memes make sentences easier to build and understand,
which shows that meme language aims at simplicity and clarity, often cutting
down on complexity while retaining meaning.

47.8 per cent say meme dialects mainly exist online, which indicates that
while meme language influences communication, it is mostly found in digital
spaces, rather than in formal or face-to-face interactions.

34.8 per cent describe meme language as casual and based on context, meaning
its effectiveness relies on shared cultural understanding and Internet knowledge.
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Memes Introducing New Words Memes Simplifying Sentence Structure
No Not Sure
25.7%
5.7% No
78.3% 62.0%
Yes Yes

These results show that meme language works like regional dialects, adapting

to social needs and technology while impacting broader language trends.

Future of Meme Language

People have different opinions about whether meme language will be officially
recognised as a dialect. The survey shows mixed views on its long-term effects.

47.8 per cent think meme dialects are just a passing trend, which shows some
doubt about their lasting importance.

39.1 per cent believe meme language should be accepted, suggesting that many
users see it as a valid way to express themselves with its own rules and patterns.

Only 34.8 per cent think meme language should be taught in schools,

indicating that while it is popular, it is not yet seen as a serious academic subject.

Acceptance of Meme Language Memes as a Passing Trend

Should Be Accepted

39.1%

47.8% Not Sure

Yes

Yes
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While meme language has clear patterns, its acceptance as a dialect or official
language system is still a topic of discussion. Nevertheless, its ongoing growth
and widespread use suggest that communicating through memes is becoming a
key part of digital understanding and modern language use.

Findings
The survey data provides strong evidence that meme language shows signs of

being a dialect, including:
Unique language features like specific grammar and patterns

® Widespread use as a way to communicate, both online and in daily speech
® Changes over time, affecting the development of language
® Influence on word choice and sentence creation, similar to traditional dialects.

However, meme language still faces challenges in offline and formal settings,
and its acceptance as a dialect is still uncertain. Nevertheless, its ongoing changes,
multilingual influence, and effects on communication highlight its importance
for studying modern languages.

The survey results strongly support the idea that meme language is turning
into a new dialect. The data shows that memes are more than just jokes online—
they have their specific patterns, influence daily conversations, and play a role
in the evolution of language. Although meme language is still mainly viewed as
a digital trend, its inclusion in spoken interactions and social identities suggests
that it is meaningful beyond the online world.

DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION
Introduction

In this section, we look at what we found out by analysing the data and how
it relates to what we learned from previous studies. Our goal was to see if meme
language behaves like a dialect by looking at how it is used, its grammar, and
its impact on communication. The results show that meme language has clear
patterns, changes over time, and is seen as a special way of communicating.

Henceforth, we will explain important results, compare them with various
language theories, and talk about what meme language means as a new kind of
dialect.
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Meme Language as a Structured Linguistic System

The survey results show that meme language is not just Internet slang; it has
its own set of rules and is commonly used for communication.

Most participants (87 per cent) believe memes constitute a real way to
communicate, showing they are not just funny gibberish but also act as useful
linguistic tools.

Around 70 per cent think that memes embody a language, which supports
the idea that meme phrases follow regular grammatical and meaning patterns,
similar to dialects.

More than 73 per cent believe meme language will keep changing, backing
the view that memes help shape language over time.

These results relate to Blommaert's idea that new forms of communication
online lead to new types of language. Just like how local dialects develop, meme

language has its own grammar rules and cultural importance.

Linguistic Features: Do Memes Have a Grammar?

One sign of a dialect is its grammar. The survey suggests that memes show
grammatical rules, which help us see them as a digital dialect.

About 35 per cent of people think memes create their own grammar, meaning
that they follow clear patterns.

52 per cent use meme phrases in everyday talk, suggesting that meme
language affects spoken communication, not just online use.

Nearly 60 per cent agree that memes change the way people speak, indicating
that meme language influences how we communicate, just like dialects do.

These results support Shifman’s study on meme grammar, showing how
meme phrases have standard sentence forms. For instance:

Regular Sentence: "I am tired and have no energy."

Meme Version: "No thoughts, head empty."

These formats might not follow traditional grammar but have consistent

language patterns, similar to phrases used in various dialects.
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Meme Language and Social Identity Formation

Studies show that dialects help create group identity, letting people feel they
belong to a community through shared language. The survey shows that meme
language works in a similar way:

Memes are most popular with young people aged 10-18 (39.2 per cent),
suggesting that meme language acts as a youth dialect, setting younger Internet
users apart from older ones.

About 70 per cent of participants speak more than one language, showing

that mF:me culture mixes elements Studies show that dialects help
from different languages, creating a

blended digital dialect. create group identity, letting people

Memes are used in different online feel they belong to a community

spaces (Reddit, X (formerly Twitter), through shared language. The
Instagram, etc.), each having a unique survey shows that meme language
style, like regional dialects within works in a similar way.

specific areas.

These findings match Androutsopoulos’ research on online language variety,
which states that Internet communities create their own language rules, leading
to unique ways of speaking.

For example, the phrase "it’s giving..." is common on TikTok, while "bruh
moment" is more linked to Reddit. This variation mimics the process of dialect
formation in regional or social communities, supporting the idea that meme
language is a social dialect.

Meme Language and Linguistic Evolution

Language is always changing, and meme culture speeds up this change. The
survey shows that meme language affects vocabulary, sentence style, and casual
communication:

About 78 per cent think memes bring in new words, showing they add to
the digital vocabulary.

65 per cent say memes make sentences simpler, meaning that meme language
seeks to achieve straightforwardness by cutting through traditional grammar.

Almost 48 per cent feel that meme dialects mostly stay online, while around
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35 per cent see them as relaxed and context-based, suggesting that meme
language is still changing but could eventually have a wider impact on language
in due course.

These results relate to Crystal’s study on Internet language, arguing that digital
communication quickly introduces and standardises new words. For instance,
the term "simp" has changed from a specific slang word to a common part of
online talk. Such trends show that meme language helps shape modern language,
just as historical dialects were formed due to social and cultural changes.

The Future of Meme Language: Dialect or Trend?

Even though meme language has clear patterns, it is not fully accepted as
a dialect yet. The survey shows mixed feelings about its long-term importance:

About 48 per cent believe meme dialects are just a trend, showing doubt
about their lasting impact.

Around 39 per cent think meme language should be acknowledged,
suggesting that many users see it as a structured medium.

Only 35 per cent feel that meme language should be taught in schools,
indicating uncertainty about its academic value. These results reflect the ongoing
discussion among language experts about whether meme language should be
viewed as a stable dialect or just a temporary online trend. However, history shows
that many dialects grew out informal speech patterns before being recognised as
separate tongues. For example: African American Vernacular English (AAVE)
developed from casual speech but is now seen as a true dialect. Cockney
English was once labelled ‘slang’ but is now regarded as a regional dialect. If
meme language keeps changing, becoming more stable, and influencing spoken
language, it might eventually be recognised as a fully developed digital dialect.

Key Interpretations

From the survey results and existing language research, we can conclude:
Meme language has structured patterns, including regular grammar and syntax
Memes serve as a real communication tool, recognised by 87 per cent of
participants
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® Meme language influences everyday speech, with 52.2 per cent using meme
phrases in their conversations

® Meme expressions help language change by introducing new words and
altering sentence styles

® Meme language shapes group identity and communication styles while still
seen as informal, the impact of meme language on modern communication
is clear.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Introduction

In this final section, we will recap the main points of the study while looking
back at the research goals and assessing how well they were met. We will also
consider thelargersignificance of memelanguage asanew form of communication,

reflecting on its possible influence on . .
5 P African American  Vernacular

communicate online. Additionally, English (AAVE) developed from
we will discuss some limitations of the casual SPCCCh but is now seen as a
study and offer suggestions for future true dialect. Cockney English was

research that dives deeper into meme opce labelled ‘slang’ but is now
language as a unique way of speaking.

language development and how we

, regarded as a regional dialect.
The goal of this research was to

find out if meme language shows the traits of a dialect, focusing on how it is
structured, what it is used for, and how it affects spoken conversation. The
results show that meme language is not just casual Internet talk; it follows certain
patterns, helps create social identities, and affects how we communicate today.
Still, whether it can be formally classified as a dialect is open to discussion, and

more linguistic research is needed.
Summary of Key Findings
These results support theories about dialect formation, highlighting that

meme language has distinct structures that set it apart from ordinary slang.
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Meme Language has a Grammar and Syntax

® Nearly a third (34.8 per cent) believe that memes create their own grammar,
suggesting meme phrases follow specific rules instead of being just random
changes

® A majority (65.2 per cent) think that memes simplify sentences, showing
that meme language values conciseness and clarity more than traditional
grammar

® Most participants (78.3 per cent) agree that memes bring new words into
use, indicating that meme culture helps shape language and contributes to
its evolution

These points support the idea that Internet communication leads to new
types of language with unique grammatical features.

The findings also support some sociolinguistic theories about language and
identity, showing that meme language helps to define group belonging and social
identity, much like traditional dialects.

Although meme language shows clear linguistic patterns, its formal
classification as a dialect is still in question. Historically, many accepted dialects
started as informal speech patterns before being recognised as distinct forms of
cultural expression.

Implications of the Study

The results of this study have several important consequences for linguistics,
digital communication, and future exploration of meme language.

Linguistic Studies and Digital Dialects

Meme language deserves to be looked at through the lens of Internet
linguistics, as it shows consistent grammar, widespread use, and language
development.

This study bolsters ideas about how digital dialects are formed, reinforcing
the observation that variations in online language can develop into structured
systems.
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Impact on Communication and Social Identity

Meme language stands out as a global phenomenon, affecting both online
and offline conversations.

The findings confirm that meme language is shaping how we use language
today, especially among younger people, underlining its role in forming social

identities.

Future of Meme Language

While meme language is mostly found in informal digital settings, its impact
on spoken communication suggests it may hold significance in the future.
Scepticism about its academic value points to the need for more research to

understand how meme language could fit into mainstream studies of language.

Limitations of the Study

Even with its important findings, this study has some limitations that need
to be recognised:

1. Small Sample Size — The study involved just 40 participants, which may not
fully reflect broader trends in language.

2. Limited Regional Scope — Since most participants spoke Hindi and English,
the findings might not apply to those who are not bilingual or speak other
languages.

3. Focus on Quantitative Data — The study relied on survey data but could
benefit from a detailed study of meme syntax, sounds, and structure.

4. Online-Only Perspective — By concentrating on the digital use of memes, the
study misses the chance to compare these findings with offline dialects for

richer insights.

Future research should work to fill these gaps to better support the case for

meme language as a dialect and explore its wider linguistic and cultural influence.
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Recommendations for Future Research

From the findings, here are some suggestions for future research:
1. Expanding the Research Scope
® Conduct studies with larger and more varied participant groups to
understand how meme language is used across different places, languages,
and backgrounds
® Examine how meme language interacts with other forms of dialect,
including local and multilingual variations

2. Qualitative Linguistic Analysis
® Carry out in-depth analyses of meme syntax and meaning to find
consistent language patterns.
® Compare meme language with historical dialects to see if it follows
similar development paths
3. Meme Language in Education and Media
® Investigate whether meme-based communication should be included in
digital literacy programmes to improve online communication skills
® Look into how meme language is used in advertising, media, and
branding to connect with audiences and influence consumer behaviour

These recommendations aim to strengthen the academic credibility of meme
language as a dialect and open up new avenues for research in language and
digital communication.

This study shows that meme language has several key traits of a dialect,
including:

® Structured language features (grammar, sentence structure, and

vocabulary)

® Creation of social identities among online communities

® Evolution over time, influencing changes in digital language

Future research should explore whether meme language will keep blending
into everyday communication or remain primarily a digital ‘lingo’. No matter
how it is classified, meme language signals a significant shift in how we
communicate online, illustrating how technology and culture can modify and

reshape language.

(DI12942025MLANDSK®@4664)
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